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By 

Jason Simms, Special to The Oregonian

What is more comforting than pop music

of the '70s? Maybe it's the round sounds of

those early keyboards or the soul choruses

that makes that era so warm. Whatever it

is, just when you think they don't make

'em like that anymore comes Portland jazz

saxophonist Patrick Lamb  with 20/20

hindsight and Rhodes-wielding producer

(and one-time Kenny G collaborator) Jeff

Lorber on "It's All Right Now."

In the tradition of Maceo Parker,

saxophonist for everyone from James

Brown and Parliament to Red Hot Chili

Peppers, Lamb celebrates upbeat, melody-

driven funk with a wholesome feel. He gets

a little sexy with you in the solos, but it's

back to the groove before it gets too far.

Never fiery or mournful, Lamb is at his

playful best trading off with trumpeter Rick Braun  on the album's closer, "Fuse." It's like they're

roughhousing, wrestling a bit on the transitions.

Even during the title track, an adaptation of an Eddie Harris funk loop with a slew of voices sounding off in

comedic quips about how much fun they're having or how great the music is, there's a profound confidence

in the playing that enables the fun atmosphere.

It's no surprise considering the supporting cast includes many well-traveled musicians. Lamb himself toured

internationally with Diane Schuur in recent years, and recorded this record in LA so he could have access to

players like bassist Alex Al, who recorded with Michael Jackson and must have had a blast laying down all

sorts of rumbles and pops throughout the album.
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Though he really only took to singing on his last record, 2007's "Soul of a Free

Man," Lamb sounds sure of himself as he rolls through the verses of Al

Kooper's "I Can't Quit Her," the only vocal-centric song on the album.

His voice has a bit of Stevie Wonder . And the instrumental recalls Steely

Dan , which makes sense because drummer Michael White has toured and

recorded with the band. The song wraps up with Lamb lamenting, "I need

her!" and wailing in falsetto, before the jubilation of the rest of the album

bursts forth again with the bouncy beat of "Sweet Tea" and Lamb gets back to

his real addiction: quick phrases and crowd-pleasing melodies.

-- Jason Simms
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